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Introduction 



Creating Inclusive Educational Communities is a monograph series 
developed by LEARNS, Maine^s Statewide Project for Inclusive Schools. This 
volume, Kids Talk About Inclusive Classrooms is a compilation of stories 
written by classmates of students with severe disabilities. 

The stories of classmates and friends provide testimony to the importance 
of valuing all people and welcoming all students as integral members of their 
school communities. The writings of students exemplify the fact that friendship 
enhances the educational experiences of all children. Their stories appear as they 
were submitted and have not been edited for spelling or grammatical errors. 
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Section One 



Children are bombarded from all sides with the message that different is 
bad. People who do not conform to arbitrary ideals are labeled misfits, and we 
are taught to shun them. Isolated by our ignorance, we learn to fear that which 
we do not understand. 

Many of the kids at the regular school had never had a chance to be 
around a person with disabilities before, and some of them were scared. Then 
they met Phil and the other new kids and — in spite of the seizures and the 
wheelchairs, in spite of the fact that many of them could not speak — they 
became friends. 

Left to their own devices, children are able to see beyond the differences to 
the person inside — to appreciate the infinite variety of humanity. 

We can learn a lot from kids. 
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^The reason why I like Mike in my class is because he is 
different. And sometimes when nobody wants to play with me it is fun 
to play with Mikei 

Heather, Age 9 



When Mike came to our classroom I was frightened. But when 
the days went y Mike got nicer and fun. We share Mike in the 
classrooms. When Mike has a seizure I get scared, lhank-you. 



Danielle, Age 9 



Mike has really changed my life. Bui in a good way! I like Mike 
alof. he's a lof of fun to be wiih. He has ways of talking ioo,he smiles 
for yes and drops his head for no. I was scared of Mike before because 
I've never been around a handicaped person before. 

Megan, Age 1 0 



"C^When I firsi mei Mike I was shocked. It's been very fun having 
Mike. If Mike could iaik I ofien wonder what he would say. 

Kevin, Age 1 0 



^Having Philip in my class was a different experience. A 
responsibiliiiy we all were involved wiih, hands on. 

He sometimes said things that nobody understood, except himself. 
This was disturbing to the c/ass, but he was fun to be around. He had a 
somewhat different schedule than the rest of the class, so he wasn't 
always there for lessons that we had to pay close attention to. 

We had to be careful of what we said and did around him. He 
would here what we would say, good, foul, or personal, and repeat it. 
One student in particular babied him more than a mother does her child, 
and it got really annoying. Every body else treated like one of them. 
Which is how I think he wanted to be treated. Some students made him 
make inappropriate decisions, and take inappropriate actions. I don't 
think Phil knew better. Sometimes we would catch him before he did 
something like this, and made sure he didn't do it. 

Having a student like Phil around was exciting, and I'm looking 
forward to next year, Darcey is going to be on my seventh grade 
homeroom. She is disabled and in a wheelchair, but she's also a great 
kid! 

Sincerely, Miles, Grade 6 



"^Having Phil in our class was Really Strang at first. Then it 
wasn't strange. I think other classes should have people like Philin 
there class too. Except some people in our class told him stuff to do. I 
don't ihink that should happen. 

Katie, Grade b 

U) 



I don'i ihink ibere is Qny oad -thing aboui siudenis wiih 
handicaps. / fh/Vife /f's nice -to have someone diferanf in my class. 



Unsigned, Grade <4 
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Section Two 



Recognizing Gifts and Capabilities^^^^ 



Sometimes we are blinded by our expectations. And it takes a child — full 
of curiosity and free from misconceptions — to open our f^yes to what has been 
there all along. 

The kids from participating schools — like many other people — may 
have started out with low or negative expectations for their new classmates. It 
did not take them long to figure out that they were wrong. 

Children are observant. They notice what their friends cannot do, but they 
also take the time to discover what they can do. They are quick to point out 
others* faults, but are equally quick to applaud their achievements. 

Their friends tell us that Mark and Phil are good at spelling and math and 
that Mike never gives away their secrets. They tell us that Matt and Jason are 
good writers and that Bobby Dee is definitely nd dumb. 

Learning to recognize others' gifts and capabilities teaches us to be more 
aware of our own. 

We can learn a lot from kids. 



i^Whaf I Like about Mike is fhaf when you fell Mike a secret he 
never fells if. When you doing mafh he helps by holding your book. He 
is greaf, believe me. 

Jamie, Age 1 0 
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^ I -think having Michael in our class was very differenf; for me 
af leasi. I've never had a h andicapped kid in my class before, excep-t a 
few kids wifh broken arms or legs. 

Michael can'i iaik, walk, or move much, but he can do things fhai 
we can'i do, advantages like: computer time while we have to do our 
math, and having someone read to him every day. 

Not every classroom has a handicapped kid. Mike may not be able 
to move alot, but he's one swell guy! 

Erin, Age I 0 



^1 ifnink Phil did a wonderful job ihis year! He has learned aloi. 
He picks finings up very fasf and I finink being in a class were people 
know riginf rom wrong helped him. He has goffen fo know alof of greai 
people. He is a very smari and iaienied boy. /is I said he has done very 
well ihis year and I'm sure he will do greai nexf yearn 

Sincerely, /flexis, Grade 6 



^ I have en joyed having Phil in my classroom. If is inferesfing fo 
learn whaf "speciar children fhink of people and fhings. 

Throughouf fhe year, Phil has amazed us wifh his abiliiy fo spell, 
learn mafh, and even has learned some fhings from some nof-so-good 
sources, he usually acts well. 

Occasionally Phil mighf be rude speak ouf of furn, efc, buf he 
sfill learns, evenfually, nof fo do so. 

Sincerely, erik. Grade 6 



^ I fhink fhaf fhe program we are doing is greaf! Working wifh 
people wifh handicaps feaches kids fhaf Jusf becasue they're differnf 
doesn'f mean they're dumb! 

Working wifh Bobby Dee inspired me fo fhink differenf abouf 
sfudenfs wifh handicaps. / used fo fhink I had fo be perfecf for fhem, 
buf NO AIORE! 

I don'f like fhe idea fhaf mosf people whell B.D. around fhev wnaf 
fo go . Nof where Bobbv Dee wanfs fo go . I fhink is unfair for her. 
Ofherwise I fhink ihis program is fine! 



Unsigned, Grade ^ 



lA'AJy opinion is ihai people are doing a greai job wiih 
handicapped people. I like haveing handicap people in are class becaus 
ihey can feach us ihai ihey can do anyihing we can do. 



Gem, Grade ^ 



i^/Wy feelings aboui Mark is ihai he was o.k. Bui I ihink ihai if 
hes noi going io be in ihe classroom more, um he shouldn'i be here. I 
hope ihai he would be able io do siuff. Afier all hes an oM. guy. We all 
hope ihai some day he will be able io graduaie like all of us. 

Unsigned, Grade 5 



^1 like how Maii learned io liisin well! I feet hepful I feel kind. 
I like how Jason yousi io poke people in eyes and now he dose noi! 

Chris, Grade I -2 



^ I feel good. He's good and funny. He's geiiing beiier ai using 
his braces. 

Maii. Grade I 



I ihink he's a greai siudeni. He's funny and greai in class. 

Beisy, Grade I 
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Section Three 

I ^ \ ' Developing Friendships ^ tMW^^^^^ 



Most of us take friendships for granted. We cannot imagine what it would 
be like to be shut off from the warmth of simple human interactions without a 
single friend. 

Kids with disabilities are often denied the opportunity to have, or to be, 
friends because of their external differences. Some of them can not walk and 
some of them can not speak, so we assume they have nothing in common with 
kids who can. 

Friendships grow out of shared experiences — Vvie listening to music and 
to each other; going shopping or swimming together and telling jokes, laughing 
and playing. The students who wrote these letters about their friends tell us in 
no uncertain terms that once they got to know each other, the differences were 
more interesting than important. 

We can learn a lot from kids. 



t^/n alt these years wondering winaf handicaps are and finding 
oaf what handicap is I made a friend (Alike) I love his smiling and we 
care for him. He's ch anged our lives Alike is very smart and can 
falkby using facal expressions. They are crying, smiling, or coughing. 

Mike's a good friend. 

Zachary, age I I 



ERLC 



Mike has changed the way this classroom runs, t en joy his 
company and he is a good friend. Some times he comes on feild trips 
with us. Thai is fun to. 

James, age 1 0 

17 



en Joyed every minuie of Miclnael. He may be differnei buf we 
don'i care. Michael is funloving, fun io be wiih, and mousi of all Ine 
likes io see us smile. I love him! He has cool cloihes, nice hair, and a 
terrific smile. 

Issac, Aqe 10 



I ihink ihai Mike is a very nice kid. 
The reason I think this is ihai everyone likes him, 
for mike io be inour class ii showed me ihai Jusi because he is 

handicaped dosen'i mean he is all ihai different. 

there are alot of ways thai he is the same as all the people in 

this classroom. 

your classmate, Luke, /fge 9 



1^/ think having Mike in our class is a very different experience 
for me. I have never been near a handicapped person before now so it 
feels very strange. But I got use to it. I never thought I would. I 
learned that he can not tiak with his mouth, but he as special signs so 
I can under stand him. He uses movements. I really enjoy reading to 
Mike as well. He's a great person and a great friend. I think it is great 
to have him in my class! 

Jennifer, /fge 9 1/2 



^Some fantastic things about Mike is that he intrduced me to a 
whole new world, before I met h im at challenge baseball I never really 
thought that people like him existed. He's really nice to see him smile it 
s fun to read to him I'm very glad that he's going to be in my class next 
year. 



Sincerely, Jed, Age I 0 
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"^Jhe special ed child in my class is Phil. He started not even 
being an aquantence. Noe Phil and I are good friends. When ever I walk 
in the room Phil always greets me with a happy "Mark." I become beef 
red, but love being with him. He is always there and willing to give me 
five. Many people don't understand why and what he says but I do. 
When he says somthing out of the blue I compliment him and talk to him 
nicly and calmly. Maybe I dont understand him fully but he is a good 
friend. 

Mark, Grade 6 



Dear Bobby Dee 

I liked Bobby Dee in my class. I hope I'm in her class next year. 
Bobby Dee was fund to have around I think nothing is wrong with the 
program it is fun having students wiht handicaps around the 
playground it is great!!! 

Your friend 
P S, Bobby Dee is great!!!!! 



^1 thought that haveing Bobby Dee was fun and I think Bobby 
Dee like it when students read to her Ihier wasn't anything bad about 
the program. 

Unsigned, Grade ^ 



^1 think its great having students with handicaps. I think Bobby 
Dee and ot her kids like Mark, Darcy, Heidi, and etc. like it too! 

Bobby Dee is great to have around she makes like great for me. 
She and other kids ar too! 

Amy , Grade H 
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1^ / liked ihe program wiih Bobby dee and every one. / like Bobby 
bee. Becuse I like pushing her around the playground, and I like going 
swirDming wifh boddy dee. I ihind this is a good program. I like all ihe 
sfudenis wifh handicaps. 

Unsigned, Grade ^ 



"^^This program form ihe handicapse made them popular. Mosi 
people wounlddn't ihink of ihe handicape, bui when you work wiih ihem 
you can become buddys. I can'i ihink of something wrong in ihe 
program. So I guess /t's o.k. 

Unsigned, Grade ^ 



i^/ ihink ihai ihe program is nice beuse ii gives iham a chans so 
be whii other people. This is my opinian. I like people at clearevew 
aloi. 

I ihink ii is hard for bobby dee io do aloi of ihings bui she dos 

ihem. 

Ihe only bad ih ing Is ihai people down'i like haveing bobby dee in 
ihar class becuse ihay ihink ii is io nocey bui I downi I like her aloi. I 
jusi hope I'm in her class nexi year. 

Unsigned, Grade ^ 



I ihink Mark was really cool he acied really good. He loves 
music. He be around more kids. He is cool. He is asome. 

Unsigned, Grade 5 



My year wiih Mark 

I had fun wiih Mark ihis year. 
h2 was a good friend 
he was funny 
he was fun 

Keiih, Grade 5 



iV/ ilnougfnf Mark coming io my class was good. He was friend. 
The only fining I'd like fo change is finaf he should be inf he class more 
off en. 

Unsigned, Grade 5 



liked hawing Mark in my class if was fun fo do fhings wifh 
Mark. I like my liffle buddy Mark he's preffy cool. 

Chris, Grade 5 



"i^lhis year I fhoughf Mark was a good friend h e was always 
smiling. I liked fhaf. Mark all ways liked Mr. Armandi's sfories. Buf I 
fhink Mark should be in fhe classroom more off en. 

Garreff, Grade 5 



^ Jason 

Jason he is a good friend. I do now like Jason whe he poles people 
in fhe eye. Jason learned how nof fo poke people in ey Good job Jason 

Maff 

Maff he knows how fo counf beffer. I do now like when Maff said 
shuf up. Maff imgroved! Good Job. 

1 raff on, Grade 1-2 

^ I feel good, and glad fhaf we have him here. And he's my friend. 

Jessica, Grade \ 
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Section Four 
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Learning from : 'OneS^ 



We tend to classify people into discrete and opposing categories — either 
teachers or learners, givers or takers — as if it were impossible to do both at once. 

The kids from participating schools teach and learn from one another. 
Classmates model appropriate (and sometimes not so appropriate!) behavior 
from their new classmates. They show them what's cool and what's not. 

And, in return, the kids with disabilities offer their new friends the chance 
to learn about diversity, courage, determination and acceptance — lessons that 
are not easily taught when students attend separate classrooms or schools. 

The best and most meaningful relationships are those built on reciprocity 
— mutudl giving and taking. 

We all have a lot to learn from one another. We can learn a lot from kids. 



Haying M ke in our class in a good experienbce for a kid my age, 
Mike is as much fun as educafionat. He fauginf me finaf not 
everyone is fine same and many other things I can't explain. He's fun 
because you can go swimming and shopping, also when you read 
soemthing funny he smiles, so that means he's listening. 

When I came to the open house at school I saw the name Micheal 

on a desk, I wondered what he looked like and if was nice. I 

never heard the name before, on the firest day of school I asked noe 

mof my friends if they heard of Mike When one of his 

helpers walked in and said, "This is Micheal " / wondered 

if he cou Id walk or talk, I soon found out that he is the same as y ou 

and me but have different disabilities. Now Micheal is my 

best friend and I like him atot. 

Tiffany, age 1 0 
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l^THaving Mike in ihe classroom is inieresiing, WInai I mean by 
inieresiinbg is ihai Mike ieachs us stuff and we teach him stuff. He 
taught me that people don't have to be the same to communicate 
together, and that people are different but they still have the same 
feelingc inside. 

Jessica, age 1 0 



I learned alot from Mike. I learned that he can't talk with his 
mouth, but, he can talk with his eyes and his movements. At first I 
didn't like him because I thought he was different, but as the year 
passed I learned that he is not much differnet than I am. He is very 
special. I am glad he is in my class ^very body in my class gets a 
chance to be his helper. I am glad when it is my turn. 

April, age 9 



"i^r Having Micheal in our classroom is anew experience Because I 
can learn how handicapped kids live, eat, and even how they 
communicate. He's great! 

Rebecca, age 9 



iV/ think it is fun having Micheal in our class. One reason why I 
like having Michael in our class is because we can learn to help take 
care of a handi-capped person. And another reason is we can go on 
field trips and miss work. 

Michael, age 1 0 



"^t Having Michel in our claes has been a great influence, and also 
a great experience, 

Abel, age 1 0 
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Having Mike in our class is fine most exciting fining finaf ever 
happened to me, not Jusf because we get to go on fieldfrips, its 
because he's faughf me Inow to relate io different types of people. Not 
that he's different, he's special. 

He's changed my life in a good way!! 

Stefanie, age 1 0 



i enjoy Mike in my class because he helps me leaarn what 
handicapped people are like, I learned that Mike can talk too. But he 
talks with his fingers and not his mouth. I learned how to massage 
people properly. I know that when I massage Mike and it hurts him he 
will tighten his muscles. 

Sincerely. Jared, age 9 



like having Phil in my class. I think that he's learned alto 
afrom me and I've learned alot from him. 

Sincerely, Mrs. Cates, bth grade class 



like haivng a disable person in my class. I think it is probably 
very helpful to then and educational for us. I'm sure he's learning a lot 
from the kids, (not all good through.) 

Sincerely, Kage, grade 6 



I think having phil in the class was fun and educauonal we all 
learned aobut handicaped people it was very fun but I think phil 
should've bee in the class more often he was never here. 

Ryan, grade 6 
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iir/ think thai ii is greai because he can learn aliffel bit of things 
fhaf other fe/ds learn. And it helps us learn to help handicap kids like 
Mark. 

Jessie, grade 5 



^1 think it was fa n to be abal to help Mark. I think it was good 
for us to learn more about disabaled kids. /Ind help them. 

Daneca, grade 5 



^ In my opinion their is nothing rong with Bobby Dee in our class 
but I would like to have oufher schools to have someone like Bobby Dee 
in their class. I like the ieda because it's good io learn about how to 
acted aYound disabled people. I feel bad for Bobby Dee because she is 
not able to do the things we do you kn like run, play sports. 

Well Bye! 

Unsigned, grade ^ 



iJsr/ like the Lerning program. It helps me more with skills with 
handicapped students. I think having Bobby Dee in my class has made 
learning fun. 

David, grade ^ 



^ I think if is fine Just the way it is. It is so fun having them 
here. We can learn a lof of stuff from them.. They always make me 
smile. 

Melissa, grade ^ 
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1^/ ihink the program is good, because, ihey can learn from us 
and we can learn from ihem. If is fun because fin have parties and fine 
summer prograr/). I also ihink ii's good because if gives sfudenis and 
siudenfs wiih handicaps a good education. 

Adam, grade ^ 



^ I don'i ihink there is an^i problem with having students with 
handicaps in our school. I also think it is good because they get to 
meet new people and gets to go places. 

Cole, grade ^ 



I think having Bobby Dee in my class is a good learning ability 
for both her and I, Bobby Dee is one of my favorite people to be around. 
Bobby Dee helps me team about things, and I help her. I that having 
Bobby Dee in the classroom is great! 

Bobby Dee's friend, Jackie, grade ^ 



^Boby d is fun to have around, becaws we can h opi he we 
learned a lot. if she wernt here no knows, she has lots of friends to. 

Unsigned, grade ^ 
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Sometimes, children see things much more clearly than supposedly wiser 
adults. We tend to make things much more complicated than they need to be. 

For years we have insisted that inclusive schools just would not work, 
that separate classes and segregated programs were the only possible way to meet 
the educational needs of students with disabilities. 

LEARNS tries another way: kids with disabilities have the opportunity to 
be an integral and fully participating members of regular classes. But, as their 
friends have noted, there are still times when they are pulled out for "special" 
services. 

The students who have written to tell us about their friends say that 
inclusion is a good idea — as far as it goes. But why, they ask, is it still necessary 
to leave sometimes? Why not arrange it so that all kids can be in regular 
classrooms all the time? 

We can learn a lot from kids. 



my opinion ihere are no siuH finat are wrong, I fhank fhai 
fhe sfudenis wiih handicaps should get io do more stuff like a liffle 
more wriiinng, playing games and having more fun. I like having Bobby 
Dee wiih us. 

Nicole, grade H 



Mark was good in class but he should be in class more, and 
should use fhe elevaior so he is not lafe for classes. 

Unsigned, grade 5 
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Phil acis werid some of fine t/mes. He sinouis oaf and disirubs 
us. Bu i he is nice to be around mosi of fine iime. Someiimes people 
make fun of him by felling him fo dance. Than fhey laugh ai him. 
People also fell him fo say fhings and do fhings. Somefimes if bad. 

I fhink he should go fo school wifh ofher people. If's helpful mosf 
of fhe iime. He's fun fo be wifh, 

bih grade sfudenf 



^ I fhink Mark did very well wifh ofher kids his age and I fhink 
ihaf he should b in fhe class room more offen and he should have more 
fhen one helper. 

Jeff, grade 5 



^ I do nof have know problem wifh fhe program. My opinion of if 
is good and I fhink if would be fun for fhem fo be able fo go ouf and 
have fun like we do. 

£ven fhour some of fhem are handicape and some arn'f I fhink 
fhey can have a lof of fun. 

Mindy, grade ^ 



1^/ fhink if was fun have Make in my class. I fhink be shade be in 
fhe class mosf of fhe fime. 

Margaref, grade 5 



^Ihis year I liked fhe sub Jecfs we did wifh him. I would like 
Mark fo be in fhe class room more offen so he can be wifh fhe class. I 
fhink he should be in more acfivifies. 

Luke, grade 5 
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iinink Mark was very good finis year, bui t finink siudenfs 
should do more ihings wiih Mark. 

/Imanda, grade 5 



^f-^hil has in very good. He is even doing are spelling. Bui he 
has a problem wiih speech iff you ask his somfhing he says yes all fhe 
fime. And iff you fell him somefhing he will do if. Even iff you fell fo do 
somefhing bad. I fhink if would be beffer if feeds like Phil would go fo a 
regular school. 

Sincerely, limofhy, grade 6 



tS// fhoughf if was fun having Mark in my class in 5fh grade. 
I fhink fhaf he shou Id learn more sfuff and be in fhe class more. 

Evifa, grade 5 



^ I liked having Mark in my class. 

I fhink we should do mre acfivifies wifh him. I fhink we should be 
able fo go swimming wifh him. And I fhink he should be in fhe class 
room more off en. 

faifh, grade 5 



^1 fhink fhaf fhe program wenf good. And I like fhe hole fhing. I 
fhink fhaf he souwd be in fhe class more off en. 

Chris, grade 5 



If was fun having Mark in our class buf I wish he would be in 
fhe class more off en. 

Unsigned, grade 5 
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l^/'/D writing about Phil. He is a great person. But I think he 
should be in class more. He gets taken out of class everyday. He is 
very good on the computer. 

Phil is like a person who is very polite. He is actully better than 
most students. He is a very nice friend. 

Sincerely, John, Grade 6 



^Phil is a good friend of mine. He is a good worker and he is very 
funny but, he should do more with the class. He is always off cooking of 
cleaning the teachers room. All in alll he is a very nice guy. 

Sincerely yours, Brady, Grade 6 
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Section Six 



Additional Stones 



Ms. Saulter's Grade 2 class at the Brookside School in Waterville chose to 
relate their friendship with Stacy by writing an ABC book. 

Ms. Cook's Grade 1 class at the Benton Elementary School in MSAD 49 
developed a book about their friend Matt who was to enter a new school the 
following year. They felt it was very important to let his new friends and 
classmates know things about him that they had learned over the course of the 
year. 

The students in these two classes have obviously developed caring and 
compassion for their new friends. 

We can learn a lot from kids. 
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Oi^D 4BC Book Aboui Sfacv 0^0 



/tufhors and lllusirafors: A?s. Soulier's Grade 2 Class, 
Brookside School, Wafervllle, Maine. 

This /IBC book is dedicaied io Stacy, because she is exira special 
io Ms. Sautter's class. We all love her and en Joy hawing her in our 
classroom. 

A special ihanks io Project LEARNS for allowing Siacy io be in a 
regular classroom wiih all of us. 

A is for dnr)azing Siacy. 

B is for Bfiing a special person in ihe class. 

C is for Qooking wiih Siacy. 

D is for Uping ihings wiih Uice. 

£ is for Siacy £aiing apple sauce, 

f is for ffiiniasiic friend. 

G is for Geiiing around in her wheelchair. 

H is for Helping Siacy wiih her weaiher board. 

I is for ice cold wafer ihai Siacy drinks. 

J is for Jjggling and Singling puzzle pieces in her cup. 

K is for Keeping her hands io herself. 

I L is for ^earning sigh (jcinguage from Siacy. 

tA isfort±usic. Siacy enjoys ^usic. 

N is for K^mber One Siacy f 

0 is for Siacy Opening ihe door. 

P is for Siacy Pariicipaiing in Pro Jeci learns. 

Q is for Q^uick Siacy. 

R is for Heading io Siacy on ihe dug. 

S is for Siacy S.'^inging on her ^wing. 

1 is for Reaching Siacy and Siacy leaching us. 
U is for Using ihe computer. 

V is for Stacy's Very Wc/ous hands going wild. 
W is for Vlheeling her \t/Jneelchair and Winning. 
X is for an e)iira special girl 

Y is for tacking away wiih Siacy. 

1 is for Zipping ond Zooming around ihe gym. 



Editor's Note: Marvelous illustrations accompanied each page in its original form. Unfortunately 
it was not possible to include them all here. We extend our apologies to these young artists. 
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^^(i OUR fRf£ND M477H£W (iiJr([ 

by 

A/rs Cook and her First Grade Class 
Benton elementary School, Benton, Maine 
Maine School /Administrative District 

We 'nave been friends with /^offhew for a winole school year. We call 
inlTD Man. He likes school because he loves people. 

Every morning he kisses his Grarr)rr)ie and Grarr\py, and says goodbye 
io his two dogs, six cats, and two parrots and boards the 
school bus. He probably wonders, as we do, what exciting 
things will happen at school each year. 

At first Matt didn't understand what to do in his classroom. He used 
to clap his hands, and throw toys and spit. We showed him the 
"right way" to work in a group. He has learned SO-o-o-o-o 
much this year! He never seems to throw things or spit now. 
He doesn't clap much any more either. He wants to be with his 
friends. 

Popsicle sticks and building straws are some of Matt's favorite toys 
He likes bright colors too. 

Matthew really doesn't like loud noises or standing in lines. If he 
gets nervous or excited he sits on the floor. We just walk 
away because we know he'll join us in a minute. 

At reading time Matthew works on his computer. Once-in-a-while 
we get to have special computer time with him. 

Matt has trouble understanding everything people say to him, so he 
uses lots of picture signs and some sign language. That's just 
the way he was born. We help him by taking turns being his 
buddy.. 

When we are his buddy, Matt likes us to hold his hand firmly. He 

feels real sure we know what we are doing if we hang on that 
way. Many times he will thank us with a big hug. It's nice to 
be appreciated! 
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Our friend Maii likes io Jump on ihe mini-irampotine. Somefimes we 
Jump and giggle fogeflner. Oo you like ihe parachuie? Maii 
loves io use ihe parachuie in gym. He also likes io sii on ihe 
mai and play caich, 

Anoiher favorite pari of ihe school day is snack break. Maii loves 
io go wiih his buddy and gei his own snack, who doesn'i like 
snack break? 

Lunch iime is also a pari of ihe day ihai we all like. Maiihew walks 
wiih his buddy io ihe lunch room. He is learning io poini io 
make his own food choices. He is using his silverware more 
ofien ioo. 

On sunny days we go oui on ihe playground. Maii likes io swing wiih 
us and climb up on ihe slide and look around. 

Maii doesn'i iaik much. {Sometimes he says "good job"). He does 
make some noises. Ai firsi ihey bothered us a little. Now we 
all have learned io concentrate on our own Jobs. Mrs. Cook, 
our teacher, says we could win a blue ribbon in concentrating. 
Maii has taught us how. 

In ihe wirieriime we went roller skating. Maii loved ihe lights and 
ihe music. We sat on ihe bench and en Joyed it together. 

We need io remember thai Matt can do lots of things himself. Maii 
works hard on tasks that are different from ours. He is 
learning to stay wiih us ai group iime, walk with us in a line io 
other parts of ihe building, and communication. He needs our 
help, but he needs io learn io be independent too. Just like all 
of us. 

Mrs. Cook says everyone in our room is a learner and a teacher. This 
is true. We used to be afraid of kids wiih handicaps. Matt has 
taught us to understand more about them. We were lucky to 
have Maiihew in our class this year. 



Editor's Note: "Our Friend Matthew/* in its original form, included color photographs of Matt 
with his friends and engaged in various lessons and activities in his classroom and school. 
Unfortunately it was not possible to reproduce quality copies. Our apologies to Mrs. Cook and her 
entire class. 
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